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» The project “INO-
LINK” framed in the Inte-
rreg initiative, promotes
the experiences exchan-
ge on innovation within
the European regions.

A total of eleven enti-
ties from nine European
Countries such as Bulga-
ria, France, Germany,
ltaly, Portugal, Romania,
Slovenia, Spain, and Uni-
ted Kingdom, participate

in the European project
INOLINK, leaded by the
A n -

G IV

11 Entities from 9 European countries

participate in the European project
“INOLINK”, leaded by RETA

Technolo-
(RETA).

dalusian
ay Network

The INOLINK project has
been approved in the
framework of the INTE-
RREG IVC
co-financed by the Euro-

Programme,

pean Union through ERDF
(European Regional Deve-
lopment Fund) with a bud-
get of 1.97 million Euros.

INOLINK is a three years
project,
objective s

whose  overall
increasing
the reach of regional
innovation  poli-
cies, through

a better
connection

within the
regional
innova-

fion sys-

tems, es-
pecially

of those
located in

the most pe-
ripheral  and
backward areas.

European Union

European Regional Development Fund

To achieve this objecti-
ve, the INOLINK project
proposes the exchange
of experiences in the set-
ting up and functioning
of public structures and
networks, which support
innovation and the partici-
pation in R&D cooperation
and knowledge transfer
of actors in peripheral
areas and less innovati-
ve sectors, within the re-
gional innovation system.

The Project expects re-
sults on the transfer of
good practices between
the participation regions,
and on the improvement
of skills and competences
of staff in charge of the
definition and implementa-
tion of innovation policies
in all participating regions.
Besides, The Andalusian
Technology Network —
RETA (Spain), as Lead
partner, ten partners from
nine EU Member States
take part into the INOLINK
project =
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Entities involved in the “INOLINK” Project

o The Andalusian Technology Network - RETA (Spain)

o University of the Algarve (Portugal)

o Foundation for the Development of Science and Technology in
Extremadura - Fundecyt (Spain)

o Regional Agency for Entrerpreneurship and Innovations - Varna
(Bulgaria)

o Maribor Development Agency (Slovenia)

o North-East Regional Development Agency (Romania)

o Coventry University Enterprises Limited (United Kingdom)

o Etruria Innovazione (Italy)

o Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Essonne (France)

o NanoBioNet (Germany)

o Abruzzo Region (Italy)



The Andalusian Technology

Network (RETA) - Spain
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» The Andalusian Tech-
nology Network (RETA) is
a non-profit organisation
that was incorporated in
April 2005 at the initiati-
ve of the Regional Ministry
of Innovation, Science and
Enterprise to foster R&D&
in Andalusian companies.

RETA is a network formed
by the actors of the An-
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dalusian Knowledge system
which has to fulfil a dual
responsability; to link up
and integrate the various

elements of the Andalu-

sian framework of
expertise, ge-
nerating sy-
nergies and
acting as

an in-
terface
between
theses
diverse
elements

and to fa-
cilitate and
pave the way

d
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for this expertise and inno-
vation to filter through the
commercial sector as a who-
le, overcoming traditional
obstacles such as the size
and geographical location

of the business.

At the present time, RETA is
made up of 67 associate
members distributed across
the length and breadth of
the province of Andalusia,
comprising principally the
Technology  Parks, Tech-
nology Centres, Innovation
Centres, European Business
Centres and the Universities
in the Andalusian region. «

For more information:

oo o« WWW.reta.es
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>» The University of

Algarve (UAlg) is a
young higher educa-
tion public institution

located in the southern
region of  Portugal.
With around 750 per-
manent teaching and
450 research staff, and
evidencing a growing
commitment towards R&D
and Innovation, the main
research and  teaching
areas are: Earth and Ma-
rine Sciences, Health, Ma-
nagement and  Tourism,
Engineering and Techno-
logy and Social Sciences
and Humanities. UAlg’s Re-
search Performance (mea-
sured by publications per
researcher holding a PhD)
was ranked 2nd among
Portuguese universities.
The history of CRIA begins
in 2003 from a partners-
hip with the University of
Algarve, CCDR Algarve
(Regional  Authority  for
Planning and Coordination),
ANJE Algarve (Youth Busi-
ness Association) and NERA

e ¢« www.cria.pt

University of the Algarve

@ UAlg

UNIVERSIDADE DO ALGARVE

Portugal

(Regional Business Asso-
ciation) to create an ope-
rational organization to
solve identified problems
in the region: distance bet-
ween research and firms
and adverse institutional
environment to innovation.
Today CRIA is formally
established as a
functional  di-

vision of the

University

of Algar-

ve, the

Division

for  En-

trepre-

neurship

and Te-

chnology

Transfer,

with five main  ©
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European Regional Development Fund 1

areas: Knowledge and
Technology based Entre-
preneurship;  Technology
Transfer, Research and
Networking;
Property Rights; Science
and Technology Infrastruc-
tures; Studies and Projects =

Intellectual
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Spain

» The Foundation for the
Development of Science
and Technology in Extre-
madura (FUNDECYT) was
created in 1995, laun-
ched with the support and
guidance of the Regional
Government, the Univer-
sity of Extremadura and
two regional financial
Institutions: Caja Badajoz

and Caja Extremadura.

Fundecyt

of Fundecyt has been to
serve as d link between
Corporations, the Univer-
sity and Society, establis-
hing a dialogue and co-

llaboration between them

Since its creation, the aim aqnd thus contributing to

©
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improving its area of ac-
fion, creating wealth
d the integral
development
of the Au-
tonomous
region of
Extrema-
dura.

The activi-

ties of the
Foundation
have been
very intense

I\
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and it has always distinguis-
hed itself by being at the
forefront of technological
innovation, leading past
and present changes which

FUNDECYT

have transformed this re-
gion, without forgetting its
national and international
influence through partici-
pation in international net-
works.

The support of Society in
Extremadura and the confi-
dence deposited in it by na-
tional and European Com-
munity institutions for the
implementation of countless
projects are proof of the
specialisation and profes-
sionalism of the staff and

services

For more information:

« « « www.fundecyt.es

> The Regional Agen-
cy for Entrepreneurship
and Innovations - Varna
is a non-governmental uti-
litarian non-profit orga-
nization, carrying out its
activities in public benefit,
for stimulating regional
economy, through the de-
velopment of entrepre-
neurship and innovations.

RAPIV follows three
trends for development:
High-Technology Business

Incubator; Centre for In-
novations and Technology
Transfer and High-Techno-
logy Park - Varna.

Activities are directed to
improve innovation envi-

ronment in the region;

For more information:

e o o« WWW.rapiv.org

Regional Agency for
Entrepreneurship and
Innovations - Varna - Bulgaria

- Providing of preferential
conditions for the develop-
ment of technology orien-
ted SMEs;

- Commercialization  of
scientific research;

- Know-how and technolo-
gy transfer;

- Rendering as-
sistance in the

finding of

markets,

partners

for tech-

nologi-

cal and

business

collabo-

ration,

financial

sources;

- Active ad-

European Union

European Regional Development Fund

REGIONAL AGENCY FOR ENTREPRENEURSHIP
AND INNOVATIONS - VARNA

vertising and marketing
policy on the domestic and
international markets; -Or-
ganizing and participation
in national and internatio-
nal multidiscipline teams,
meetings, conferences and

seminars =
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Slovenia

> Maribor Develop-
ment Agency (MRA) was
established by the Muni-
cipality Maribor in 1993
in order to foster busi-
ness and economic acti-
vities of Podravje region.

The purpose of MRA is to
foster economic develop-

\I74
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European Union

European Regional Development Fund

Maribor Development Agency

ment and regeneration, to
promote business efficien-
cy, investment, competiti-
veness and employment, to
enhance development and
application of skills relevant
to employment and to con-
tribute to sustainable deve-
lopment. MRA acts mainly
on three development axis:
regional development,
human  resources,

labour  market
development

as well as

economic

coopera-

tion. In

the fra-

mework

of regio-

nal  de-

velopment

the  main

occupation

)

MRA

maribor development agency

is preparation of Regional
Development Plans and
their implementation, acting
as technical assistance to
the Regional Development
Council and Regional Coun-
cil and the preparation of
the Strategic Plan for the
Maribor City Municipality.

In the framework of econo-
mic cooperation MRA plays
the role in internationali-
zation of Podravie's SME,
marketing of the region and
is actively involved in the Eu-
ropean Enterprise Network.

MRA is also the owner and
the main stakeholder of the
Stajerski Technology Park,
one of the most promising
projects in the pre-accession
period that acts as regio-
nal incubator of Podravje
region a

For more information:

oo o WWW.mra.si
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o

ADRT

Agentia pentru Dezvoltare Regionala !
EsTH

N O R D -

»  The North-East Regio-
nal Development Agency is
a non-governmental, non-
profit making organization
of public utility established
on April 1, 1999. The agen-
cy is the executive body of
the North-East Regional De-
velopment Board body held
responsible for elaboration
and implementation of re-
gional development policies.

This agency elaborates and
promotes strategies, attracts
resources, identifies and im-
plements funding programs
and provides services for
stimulation of sustainable
economic growth, partner-
ships and entrepreneurial
spirit. The agency has a
staff of 91 employees, and

For more information:

« « « www.adrnordest.ro

North-East Regional
Development Agency - Romania

the organizational structu-
re consists of the following
operational departments: 1)
Planning, Programming Di-
rectorate, 2) ROP Interme-
diate Body Directorate, 3)
PHARE and Romanian Pro-
grammes Directorate, 4) Re-
gional Communication

and Promotion
Directorate, 5)
Economic Di-
rectorate,

6) Legal

and  Hu-

man Re-
sources
Directo-

rate and

7) Inter-

nal  Audit
Directorate.

The regional-

European Union

European Regional Development Fund 1

level agency’s services co-
verage is provided also
through the 5 county branch
offices (with 2 employees
each) that are operational
into the municipalities of Ba-
cau, Botosani, lasi, Suceava
and Vaslui =
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Coventry University
United Kingdom

&# Covent
‘\»{)g UDIVGI’SI% Enterprises Limited

ge based enterprises, es-

> Coventry Universi-

ty is one of the most suc-

cessful UK organisations
for supporting knowled-

N4
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tablising and developing
successful technology bu-
and  supporting
high - growth international
It has
in five continents.

sinesses

trade. offices
It delivers prac-
tical support,
help
guidance

to a wide

and

range
of tech-
nology

and high
growth
businesses
each vyear.
It's part of the

N

University’s Business Develo-
pment Group and It's clear
focused on business develo-
pment and business support.
Coventry University Enter-
prises Limited one of the
largest UK and European
University enterprises orga-
nisations. CUE has been ins-
trumental in developing and
launching for future looking
institutes; Institutes that are
alredy delivering benefits
to the economy; The Serious
Games Institute, The Institu-
te for Creative Enterprises;
The Health Design Technolo-
gy Institute and The Institute
of Applied Enterpreuners-
hip =

For more information:

a ¢« www.coventry.ac.uk
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Etruria Innovazione SCpA
(El) is a publicly owned,
non-profit company which
promotes and
technology transfer in Tus-
cany. El operates in thema-
tic areas such as promoting

and creating networks, ICT

innovation

@Etruria

systems, e-government,
knowledge management
and enterprise support. El
is a structure with high level,
specialised personnel, inclu-
ding ICT experts, specialists
in financial administration
including European projects,
and experts in European
project management.

El has years of experien-
ce in the management and
control of information flows
through telematics and has

For more information:

*  « www.etinnova.it

Etruria Innovazione

[taly

developed numerous ins-

truments for knowledge
and content management,
e-government, business in-
telligence and data trans-
mission. El has also partici-
pated in innovation projects
in various thematic sectors

number of different regio-
nal, national and European
projects finalised towards
the creation of coopera-
tion networks, which include
participation from public
administrations, local enti-
ties, public and private sub-
jects and enterprises.

Etruria  Innovazione can
bring to each project initia-
tive: technical expertise; a
wide experience in regio-
nal and European project

management and partici-
pation and a national and
european wide networks of

. contacts =
(economic develop-

ment, life sciences,
energy and en-
vironment, in-
fo-mobility

and trans-

port, e-
govern-

ment).

Etruria

promo-

tes, ela-
borates ©
and  parti-
cipates in a

NI/4
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France

» Department of the Es-
sonne (1804 km2) is one of
the most innovative territo-
ries in France: in fact, this
Department positions itself
as the second one after
the department of Paris in
the framework of private
and public research. The
Chamber of Commerce
and Industry of the Essonne
works with more than 34
000 companies speciali-
zed in technological fields:
ICT, biotech, optics, etc. Two
worldwide clusters are loca-
ted in the Essonne: System@
tic and Medicen and three
national clusters are also
located in the Essonne (As-

N4

CCIl Essonne

tech, Mov’eo, Cap Digital).
Two projects
are implemented in the Es-
sonne: Paris Saclay Inno-
vation and Biotech Valley.

international

The Essone is divided into
3 different districts: Evry,
Palaiseau and Etampes.
The Chamber of
Commerce and

Industry of

the Essonne

supports

SMEs  in

their  bu-

siness de-

velopment

(Finance,

Export,

Business In-

telligence,
Sustainable

I\

E Uni
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development, etc...). Their
service (Innovation and Te-

chnological
facilitates

Development)
and promotes
innovation and strengthens
the collaboration between
public labs and companies.

Globally speaking, 50 ad-
visors work at the Chamber
of Commerce and Industry
of the Essonne, of which 10
are dedicated to innova-
tion.

The Chamber of Commerce
and Industry of the Essonne
supports SMEs in their busi-
ness development (Finance,
Innovation and Technologi-
cal Development, Business
Intelligence, Sustainable de-
velopment, efc) «

For more information:

o o « WWW.essone.cci.fr

—,
o

» NanoBioNet e. V. is a
network of universities, re-
search institutes, clinics and
businesses from the areas
of development, production,
industry and commerce and
technology transfer. The
members come from various
sectors such as biotechno-
logy, the chemical nanote-
chnology or medical tech-
nology. All of the members
are interested in research
and development, as well
as the practical applica-
tions of nanotechnology
and biotechnology for the
creation of marketable pro-
ducts and new jobs — and
achieve this through an ethi-
cally justifiable technology.
The non-profit association
was founded in 2002 with
the Saarland Ministry for
Economics, Science and
education as a founding
member with the aim to
promote interaction bet-
ween research, commerce,
politics and society. The net-
work consists of more than
100 partners and is one
of the main pillars of the
Saarland Innovation Strate-
gy. NanoBioNet assists and

For more information:

« « « www.nanobionet.de

NanoBioNet

Germany

promotes research as it pro-
gresses from its initial sta-
ges through to the finished
product. The intermediate
stages along the way, such
as the quest for funding, for
profitable cooperations or
for possibilities for raising
the public profile of the re-
search, are handled
energetically by
NanoBioNet.

With  op-

tions
ging from
joint
appea-
rances

at trade

fairs  to
presenta-
tions within
brochures,
the  network

ran-

European Union

European Regional Development Fund 1

provides its participants
with a diverse selection
of possible platforms for
establishing contacts and
letting people know what
skills they have to offer. —
NanoBioNet is all about
networking — both internal

and external =
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» Abruzzo Region is the
political and administra-
tive government of the
region, its leading role
is to plan and implement
the activities needed to
join the targets fixed by
the local parliament. The
Region has authority and
departments in all the
sectors as Health, Culture,
Social affairs, Vocational
formation and Education,
Energy, Environment, In-
frastructures,  Agriculture,
etc. Abruzzo is a small re-
gion in the middle - east of
ltaly on the Adriatic Sea.
It has an area of 10.800

;

European Union

European Regional Development Fund

Abruzzo Region

squared kilometres and a
population of 1.300.000
inhabitants. It has 4 provin-
ces (L'Aquila, Chieti, Pesca-
ra and Teramo) and the
capital is L'Aquila. It
has 133 Kilome-
tres of coast,

and at the

same time

has  the
highest
mountain

of the
Appenni-

no  chain.

The  terri-

tory of the

. region is for

LR

REGIONE ABRUZZO

65% mountainous, hilly
for 34% and lowland for
1%. Moreover there are
3 National Parks, 1 Regio-
nal park and 38 protected
areas. Abruzzo is conside-
red the Green region of
Europe. Abruzzo Region
has 3 Universities and cen-
tres of excellence known
at the international level.
The strength points are a
favourable geographic
position, a good social
tranquillity and absence
of organized crime, very
favourable  environment
and a good trend toward
innovation =

For more information:

.+ .Www.regione.abruzzo.it/

portale(idex.asp)

www.inolink.eu




